
“He’s not getting 

any deals, I’ll tell you 

that.” said Northampton 

County Prosecutor Terry 

Houck. “He got his break 

when Corporal Kelly sur-

vived. That is the only 

break he will get.” 

Seiple testified as a wit-

ness against Clary, viv-

idly describing to the 

court his memories of 

Kelly bleeding profusely 

from the leg and blacking 

out multiple times as they 

tried to stop it with a 

tourniquet. No official 

sentencing has been 

made yet, and Clary is 

due back in court in Feb-

ruary of 2018. 

The horrific events 

that unfolded on Novem-

ber 7th left the entire city 

of Easton, Pennsylvania in 

shock. State Troopers 

Ryan Seiple and Seth 

Kelly pulled over Daniel 

Clary on Route 33 at 

10:40 A.M. They tracked 

Clary driving 87 miles per 

hour and attempted to ar-

rest him on suspicion of 

driving under the influ-

ence of marijuana. 

The situation took 

an unexpectedly violent 

turn when Clary began to 

attack the troopers. He 

was reportedly shocked 

with a taser twice before 

retrieving a gun from his 

car and opening fire on the 

troopers. After being shot 

and wounded by the 

troopers, Clary climbed 

back into his blue Pontiac 

and fled the scene, but not 

before critically wounding 

trooper Kelly in the gun-

fight. 

Kelly, having been shot in 

the neck, shoulder, and leg, 

began bleeding uncontrol-

lably, and was rushed to a 

nearby hospital by emer-

gency responders. Clary 

was able to drive himself to 

Easton hospital where he 

was hospitalized for five 

days. Kelly, on the other 

hand, spent weeks under-

going care at St. Luke’s 

Hospital. Both came very 

close to death at times, but 

ultimately were stabilized, 

and no one was killed as a 

result of this incident. 

As of now, Clary is being 

charged with the attempted 

homicide of a Pennsylvania 

state trooper and may be 

facing multiple life sen-

tences. 

State Trooper Shooting 
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 The Wilson Boys 

Basketball season is underway, 

and everyone is excited about it. 

Good things are expected from 

the team this year. Coach 

Glovas and the team are very 

excited for the season. 

Their first game will be 

at the Wilson Tip-Off Tourna-

ment where they will face 

Northwestern. Their first real 

game besides the tournament 

will be December 12th where 

they will be going up against 

Palmerton. The team should 

have a good season, for they 

have much talent. For example, 

players like Pete Rivera, Robby 

Swiatek, Vigan Gashi, Cam 

Clark, Ben Hindmarch, Aiden 

Quinn, Derelle McKinney, and 

Tamir Dieujuste are looking to 

do a good job at leading the 

team to many victories. 

Everyone is looking for-

ward to see them play. The team 

has many skilled guards that 

should be able to blow by the 

defenders and get a bucket. The 

team consists of great shooters, 

finishers, passers, and defend-

ers. If you haven’t checked out 

the new promo that is out for 

the team, you should because it 

is very well put together. Stu-

dents, including J.J. Perdido, 

did a great job making it. 

Everyone should come 

out to the game, for the team 

will want as much support as 

they can get. Join the tribe to 

help get the team even more 

excited for the game. Coaches, 

players, students, and fans are 

looking forward to see the great 

things done by the Wilson Boys 

Basketball team this season.     
 

Wilson Boys Basketball 
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Winter Track Preview 

By: Yolonda Sullivan  

Coach Dutt also ran in track 

during her time here at WAHS. 

When asked what advice he 

would give to students looking 

to join winter track, Mr. DeRe-

inzi said, “The practices will not 

be easy at first, but the more 

you train, the easier they be-

come. The first week or so will 

be difficult. You have to work 

through that rough time until 

your body learns how to handle 

the workouts.” This can be ap-

plied to all sports, so students 

who do not play or participate 

in any sports are encouraged to 

give Winter Track a try. 

Winter Track is a club for stu-

dents who want to stay active 

during the winter months. The 

club is mainly used as training 

time for students who will com-

pete in the spring season of 

track, but everyone is welcome 

to join. 

There are three main 

coaches that will be helping 

with the club: Mr. DeReinzi, a 

Physical Education and Health 

teacher here at WAHS; Mrs. 

Richards, who is a guidance 

counselor at the Intermediate 

school; and Coach Dutt, who 

was a former student at WAHS. 



Wilson girls’ basketball 

is looking to have another win-

ning year this upcoming 2017-

2018 season.  This year, there are 

only two seniors, Gaby Vega and 

Ally Quinn, on the team.  When 

asked what her role on is on the 

team, Ally responded, “I see my 

role as being a leader and moti-

vator to my teammates...I want 

our team to be very intense and 

determined this season.” 

Last season, the team fin-

ished 11-12 and played their first 

district game in four years. Al-

though the team lost to Blue 

Mountain with a score of 52-42, 

they are still hoping start off the 

new season strong. 

When questioned as to 

how she thinks her team will per-

form this upcoming season, 

Ally answered, “I believe our 

team will step up and win even 

more games than we have in 

the previous years.”   

When asked how her 

team will step up this year in 

order to compete with the diffi-

cult competition, Ally said, 

“This year I am really trying to 

push our team to be relentless, 

intense, and devoted on the 

court. Hard work and a posi-

tive, confident mentality is the 

main source to winning games. 

This year we will be a step up 

by simply giving 100% in eve-

rything we do.” 
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Girls Basketball Preview 2017-2018 

By Ashley Errico 

Swim Season Sneak Peek 

By: Kyle Jones  

were ready to compete at every 

dual meet and make those qualify-

ing times for the district meet!  

K: How do you plan to practice 

this year in order to improve? 

C: Coach Danaher and I have 

really put a lot of thought into our 

practices and the way we want our 

swimmers to perform by empha-

sizing quality swimming over 

quantity. We are paying attention 

to the technique rather than trying 

to get a lot of yardage in.   

are going to occur often this sea-

son, so make sure to come out and 

support Wilson athletics!To get 

more information about the up-

coming season, I sat down with 

Coach Sarah for an interview. 

Kyle: How was the last swim sea-

son for the team? 

Coach Sarah: Last swim season 

was honestly great. We had ex-

tremely enthusiastic swimmers on 

both the girls and boys team that 

 As the 2017-2018 swim 

season arrives, the Moravian 

Academy swim team prepares for 

a myriad of meets. The Moravian 

swim team has paired up with 

Wilson Area High School swim-

mers to make the Moravian 

Lion’s swim team. Practices and 

home meets are held at the Wil-

son Area Intermediate School. 

The season is held from 

November to March. Home meets 



Coming off of a fantastic 

season last year with a record of 

20-5, the Wilson wrestling team 

has worked hard in the off season 

to make it even further this year. 

The Warriors have a strong lineup 

ready to face some tough compe-

tition like Bangor and Saucon. 

They will compete in their 

first official Colonial League 

competition against Bangor, mak-

ing this match the one to watch 

since they lost to the Slaters twice 

last year. Easton will then take on 

the Warriors on January 5th. 

Team Captain, John Con-

sorti says, “We have key seniors 

like Jonathan Fisher, Zavery 

Lesher, and myself that will help 

bring the team to victory.” The 

Warriors plan on making it to 

states again and winning the dis-

trict title. A ton of dedication is 

Wilson Wrestling 
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Nothing Bad About Badminton 

By: Collin Kenny 

friends. 

They will begin to meet in 

the forthcoming weeks, primarily 

on Tuesdays and Thursdays, in 

the gym right after school. The 

club was created to find those 

who are curious about a new sport 

and get them together to try some-

thing new. The more members 

that the club gains, the more 

popular that it will become among 

students and possibly more fund-

ing. Badminton club is open to 

everyone throughout the school, 

and the officers and advisor hope 

that everyone joins. 
 

Opening in Wilson Area High 

School this year is a new badmin-

ton club that has been started by 

sophomores, Joella Byerley and 

Oliver Amador. The club already 

has over thirty-five active mem-

bers, and they meet weekly. 

The club is run by President 

Joella Byerley, Vice President 

Oliver Amador, Secretary Chris 

Madera, and club advisor Mr. 

Poticher. All of the members are 

enthusiastic about the upstart of 

the new club. Badminton is a very 

unorthodox sport and, therefore, it 

has a certain intrigue to it. The 

matches are fun and competitive, 

and you can play against your 

shown by the team when they 

are practicing everyday after 

school and not letting their 

weights slip. 

As always, Wilson wres-

tling will be a threat to other 

schools and take down their op-

ponents. Come out and support 

them on their journey to a state 

championship. 
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The 2017 season for fall sports has been exciting for fans of both the NFL and NBA, as many teams have 

put together impressive win streaks. 

Most notably, the Boston Celtics won 16 straight games before losing to the Miami Heat, 104-98 on 

November 22. The Cleveland Cavaliers put together a similar streak as they won 13 straight games before 

losing to the Indiana pacers, 106-102, on December 8. Both teams are respectively placed at the top of their 

conferences and are eyeing top seeding in the playoffs. 

In the NFL world, there are five teams that have pieced together win streaks of seven or more 

games. As of today, the Philadelphia Eagles hold the longest win streak of the season of nine, but unfortu-

nately lost to the Seattle Seahawks, 24-10 last Sunday. The highest current streaks are held by the New Eng-

land Patriots and Minnesota Vikings, who both have won eight games straight. 

The New Orleans Saints also had an eight game win streak, but were taken down by the Rams, 26-

20. The Saints started off the season 0-2, but re-focused and surprised many teams with their dominance. 

The next highest win streak is held by the Pittsburgh Steelers who have won seven games straight. 

All of these teams continue to dominate their divisions and make their push for the highest seeding 

in the upcoming playoffs. Many of these elite teams will face each other during the final stretch of the regu-

lar season and make the playoffs more interesting. 
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            Wilson’s 2017-2018 debate team is having one of their best years ever. They are currently ranked 

third in the league, with a record of 11-5. The debate team is run by Mrs. Guro and its two captains, Kristin 

Paragian and Megan Williams. 

The current topic for debate is whether the United States government should privatize federal pris-

ons. The members of the team are required to prepare speeches for both the pro and con side of the ques-

tion. At their debates, they present two speeches and a rebuttal at the end. A questioner is also given the op-

portunity to pick apart the other teams argument. Those questions often have to be thought of on the spot, 

which makes the job very difficult. 

To prepare a speech for debate requires a large amount of time and energy. It is no easy task to be a 

part of the debate team. After asking Kristin why she loves debate, she replied, "My favorite part about de-

bate is learning new information that is relevant to society today's society. Also, I enjoy meeting new people 

from other schools." 

The team is confident that the rest of the year will go extremely well. This is their best record in 

quite a bit of time, which can be accounted for by their hard work and strong leadership.There will be many 

more great accomplishments arising out of our current debate team and the future teams. 

Wilson’s Debate Team 
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Book Club is Back! 

By: Samantha Mutter 

       For the first time in awhile, Book Club has finally re-started. The book lovers of the school have come 

out to join and are excited for what it has in store for them. 

       The advisor of the club, Mrs. Browne, as well as the officers, have many ideas for activities the mem-

bers can partake in. One thing they plan to do is donating books to hospitals and shelters. They want every-

one to have the chance to find something good to read. 

       Members of the club have a list of books that everyone is eager to read. Once they have finished read-

ing the books, they discuss them. Mostly all of their opinions differ. Book club president, Emily Ernst 

says,”By having a discussion open to everyone, all members are able to get involved.” 

       The main event for the club is the Book Olympics. Mrs. Browne explains, “The Book Olympics is like 

a scholastic scrimmage for books!” Basically, they compete against other schools to get tested on their 

knowledge of the novels they read together. 

       Mrs. Browne hopes for the new book club to be even better than it was in the past. When asked why 

she wanted to start the club again, she answered, ”I knew from years past that they had done some cool ac-

tivities including the Book Olympics, and I thought having like-minded students be together would be good, 

plus I wanted to incorporate some new activities in the club.” 

       Book club should be an enjoyable time for all members this year! 



The use of weap-

ons has become a press-

ing issue in the U.S. This 

year Amer-

ica  experienced one of 

the worst mass shootings 

in modern American his-

tory with at least 59 peo-

ple killed and more than 

500 injured. Stephen 

Paddock, the shooter of 

this massacre, had 23 

rifles in a room where he 

launched at a Las Vegas, 

Nevada concert. The rea-

son for this mass murder 

is undetermined. 

While the Las 

Vegas shooting devas-

tated many, gun violence 

caused by American citi-

zens has been a reoccur-

ring issue throughout 

this year. More recently, 

Devin Patrick Kelley 

fired at Sunday church 

goers in Sutherland 

Springs, Texas, killing at 

least 26 people. This in-

dividual had a track re-

cord that included an ob-

session with guns and 

gun violence, domestic 

violence, animal cruelty, 

and much more, and was 

still able to obtain rifles. 

As it is our Second 

Amendment right to pos-

sess weapons, I think 

gun laws need to be 

more restrictive to pre-

vent mentally ill people 

from shooting for no ap-

parent reason. 

Following the 

9/11 attacks, this nation 

has become deeply con-

cerned with jihadist ter-

rorism, but our main 

concern should be on the 

gun violence occuring 

right in this country. 

Americans are more sus-

ceptible to being killed 

by a fellow American 

than a jihadist terrorist. It 

is unsettling to know that 

states such as Nevada 

and Texas where these 

massacres occurred, al-

low citizens to “openly 

carry,” permitting people 

to openly display weap-

ons. The likelihood of a 

massacre occurring at a 

grocery store, a mall, or 

a concert is probable in 

open carry states such as 

these. 

Terrorism or gun 

violence of any sort is 

unacceptable, but to 

lessen the grief of our 

fellow Americans, the 

people who are obtaining 

weapons need mental 

evaluations. I stand with 

the  families whose rela-

tives were injured or 

killed by these massa-

cres, and I can only hope 

our nation takes action. 
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The Rise of Gun Violence in America Editorial 

By: Andorra Bastien 



     Many television shows have 

been releasing new seasons for 

their eager and dedicated view-

ers. Season two of Riverdale 

and Stranger Things were aired 

on TV and Netflix in mid Octo-

ber. 

     The show Riverdale features 

characters based on the Archie 

comics, which originated in the 

early 40’s. However, the story-

line between the show and the 

comics is not exactly the same. 

The murder of Jason Blossom 

was the main focus for this 

show’s popular first season. In 

the second season, the town is 

petrified of the danger that is 

“The Black Hood.”  “The Black 

Hood” anonymously made their 

first appearance on the last epi-

sode of season one when he 

shot Archie’s dad in Pop Tate's 

chocklit shoppe. The second 

season features Archie’s dan-

gerous rebellion against “The 

Black Hood” and his horrifying 

threats to the residents of River-

dale. This creates tension be-

tween Mr. Weatherbee, the 

principal, his relationship with 

his father and Veronica, as well 

as his friendship with Jughead. 

     Stranger Things is about a 

young group of kids who are 

involved in a search for their 

friend, Will Byers. After play-

ing a game called “Dungeons 

and Dragons” at their friend 

Mike Wheeler's house, the boys 

all leave. However, Will does 

not make it home. Not far from 

here, experiment “Eleven” es-

capes a lab and joins the search. 

Together, the kids enter an alter-

nate and parallel universe called 

“The Upside Down” located at 

Hawkins Lab. All human life 

there is void except for deadly 

monsters. 

     With all the same characters, 

season two includes few new-

comers to the cast.  Max and 

Billy will be played by Sadie 

Sink and Dacre Montgomery. 

Although the beast may have 

been defeated in season one and 

Will is recovering from his or-

deal, there are many more prob-

lems anticipated in this season. 
 

 

*Click click* What’s on TV?  
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Viva la Havana? 

“Havana, ooh na-na (ay) 

Half of my heart is in 

Havana, ooh-na-na (ay, 

ay) He took me back to 

East Atlanta, na-na-na 

All of my heart is in Ha-

vana (ay).”  Latin Pop 

singer Camila Cabello, 

former member of the 

girl-group Fifth Har-

mony, released Havana 

featuring Young Thug on 

August 3rd, 2017. This 

song's peak position on 

the Billboard Hot 100 is 

currently held at number 

two. 

As a solo artist, 

Cabello has released sin-

gles such as I Know What 

You Did Last Summer 

alongside Shawn Mendes. 

She has also released Bad 

Things, which both en-

tered the Top 20 on The 

Billboard Hot 100. 

Karla Camila Ca-

bello-Estrabo formerly 

known as her stage name, 

Camila Cabello, was born on 

March 3rd, 1997. Cabello’s 

birthplace is Havana, Cuba. 

The twenty year old artist has 

gone back and forth between 

both Mexico and Havana until 

settling down in the United 

States at the age of five. In the 

year 2012, Camila Cabello 

auditioned live on the X Factor 

with the song Respect by Are-

tha Franklin. This was Ca-

bello’s first live performance 

on stage, which was only the 

beginning of her career. 
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Music Update (The Beat Goes On) 

By: Zoe Bronson 

Holiday Food Poll 

By: Jenaiya Roberts  

 

       What's your favorite holiday food? Recently, I polled some of our very own Wilson students to see 

what were their favorite holiday foods. 

        I listed 10 of the most common holiday foods on my poll. The choices were pumpkin pie, turkey, 

ham, stuffing, baked mac and cheese, cornbread, sweet potatoes, collard greens, gingerbread, and 

cranberry sauce. 

        The winner of the Best Holiday Food poll was… baked mac and cheese!  Tied for second place 

were pumpkin pie and stuffing. At a tie for third was ham and turkey, both bringing in five votes. 

Coming in at fourth place, was the sweet potatoes, with only four votes. In second to last place were 

both cranberry sauce and cornbread, both coming in with only one vote. In last place was collard 

greens and gingerbread, both with zero votes. 

        This was definitely a surprising result. Out of the 50 Wilson students I asked, the most favorable 

holiday food was the baked mac and cheese coming in with 18 votes! Did you know that macaroni 

and cheese is the number one cheese recipe in the United States? Also, macaroni and cheese has re-

mained on the list as America's top ten comfort foods decades.   
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I recently had an opportunity to talk to my fellow classmate and friend 

Lisa, who is a new student at Wilson. I’m so glad I had the chance to speak with 

her, and it is with great pleasure that I introduce her to the student body. 

Vanessa: What school did you attend to before coming to Wilson? 

Lisa: I attended Rock Christian Academy. 
 

Vanessa: How do you think your old school differs from Wilson? 

Lisa: Wilson has a lot more to offer than my old school in terms of academics, 

sports, and people because my old school was very small. 
 

Vanessa: Have you had an opportunity to participate in any clubs or activities? 

Lisa: Yes, actually, I'm in SADD, Key Club, Student Council, Scholastic Scrim-

mage and I ws in Hallway Decorating which was super fun. 
 

Vanessa: How do you feel being a new student?   

Lisa: Well, I get to start fresh, but it can be difficult because I don't know anyone, 

but I'm making new friends, so it's starting to get better.        
 

Vanessa: How do you think that the school and the students helped you adjust to 

these new changes? 

Lisa: Students here are surprisingly friendly, and they've been helpful when I had 

no clue what to do or where to go. The guidance office is especially helpful. I'm 

down there so often, they know my name. 
 

Vanessa: What are three adjectives that describe you best? 

LIsa: The three adjectives that describe me best are small, funny, and weird. 

New Student Profile: Lisa Joy 
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The Iphone X 

was developed and sold 

by Apple Inc. It was an-

nounced on September 

12th, 2017, along with 

the Iphone 8 and 8 plus. 

The phone itself was re-

leased on November 3rd. 

This iphone marks the 

the 10th anniversary 

with the letter “X” being 

the number 10 in Roman 

numerals. 

This iphone 

represents what Apple’s 

idea of the future. The 

iphone has an OLED 

screen, and is the first 

phone to have this type 

of screen in the phone 

history. It also has a 

glass and stainless steel 

screen with wireless 

charging. Apple re-

moved the home button 

to allow face ID as well 

as the animated emoji 

called Animoji. 

In November, 

Apple announced this 

phone would cost $999. 

This is the most expen-

sive iphone ever, with 

additional sales tax and 

import taxes. The iphone 

X has gotten a lot of 

mixed reviews. How-

ever, the quality was 

equally praised, and the 

camera was positively 

scored. 

During my quick 

interview with one of my 

classmates, Giovanna 

Schaffer, who has re-

cently bought the iphone, 

she said she mainly likes 

the iphone for the cam-

era quality. Her phone is 

more clear, and has a 

camera mode called por-

trait mode that focuses 

on the person or object 

and blurs out the back-

ground. She thinks the 

best new quality would 

be either the face recog-

nition or the camera 

quality. She also stated 

that it was worth every 

penny. 
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IPhone X review 

By: Faith Townes 

'Tis the Season...  

By: Michael Jablonski  

Every year, the joyous time period known as "winter" occurs, usually beginning on either 

December 21 or 22. 

The reason for this deals with astronomy, as Dec. 21 marks the day that the Earth's axis is 

tilted the farthest away from the sun. The start to winter has always been a constant in the world as 

we know it, but has the date truly been appropriate? From a weather perspective, not quite. 

In meteorology, winter is considered to start on Dec. 1. Part of the reason for this being so 

is that having the start to the seasons be on a constant date makes keeping statistics on the weather 

much neater and more efficient. 

Research also illustrates that the coldest 90-day period of the year usually runs from early 

December to late February. (Likewise, the warmest 90-day period usually runs from early June to 

late August, during the meteorological summer.) This supports the idea that winter's start should 

be based on temperatures, not the tilt of the Earth. 

Whenever the winter season is considered to begin, it can be agreed on that this is the sea-

son to enjoy the holidays, snowfall, and some hot cocoa. 



The release of the 

new game, WW2, cre-

ated by Activision that 

came out this year, had 

high expectations. Their 

past titles have been a 

massive failures. The 

stakes were very high for 

this game along with 

many expectations. 

Sales showed that 

the game had been a 

huge success compared 

to the last games in the 

franchise. Many critics 

agreed that Activision’s 

decision to move the 

game’s time period back 

to the 1900’s was a very 

smart and innovative de-

cision. Now, with new 

game mechanics and 

graphics, it is not easily 

compared to the earlier 

games. 

Jaylen Gonzalez, 

a reputable Call of Duty 

gamer who has been 

playing since the release 

of World at War, spoke 

in an exclusive interview. 

When asked his opinion 

of the game, he re-

sponded, “Well I mean it 

wasn’t the best title that 

they’ve released, but it is 

a huge step up from what 

they have been making. I 

do think that they did do 

a lot of things better such 

Hot and New WW2  
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as things like their bullet 

detection system.” 

His opinion on 

the micro transactions 

was not as optimistic. 

“No, I do not think that 

is right that they are 

charging extra for play-

ers to be able to get bet-

ter weapons before eve-

ryone else. It is already 

milking the money out of 

people who paid sixty 

dollars for this game.” 

In short, the reac-

tions of this new game 

have been very mixed 

this year, but the sales 

numbers are saying that 

it is a smash hit. 



Everything, Eve-

rything by Nicola Yoon 

is a story following 

Madeline Whittier, 18, 

who has a rare disease 

that makes her allergic to 

everything and doesn’t 

allow her to leave her 

house. However, when 

new neighbor Olly 

moves in next door, she 

becomes preoccupied 

and fascinated by his ex-

istence. 

At first, I was 

stuck wondering what 

could possibly happen 

for Maddy, considering 

that if she left her house, 

she would die within 

minutes. As it went on, 

the story surprised me 

and took many turns that 

I wasn’t expecting. With 

proper sterilization, Olly 

gets to be with Maddy 

for a certain amount of 

time everyday, which 

leads to the development 

of their relationship.  

Although I found 

their love story to be 

rushed, it grew on me 

more towards the end, 

where I felt the entire 

story came together. 

Overall, I would recom-

mend this story to read-

ers who like plot 

twists!                             
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Book Review 

By: Lauren Giustino  

The Wilson Area High School Drama Club’s upcoming 2018 production, directed by Mrs. 

Browne, is Jekyll and Hyde the musical. 

The play follows the attempts of Dr. Henry Jekyll, played by Gabe Craig, trying to separate the 

“good” and “evil” of a human’s personality. He accomplishes this, but it backfires and results in him cre-

ating an alternate personality of himself, named Mr. Edward Hyde. Hyde is made of pure evil and terror-

izes the people of London when he becomes conniving and murderous. 

The cast includes Olivia Naylor as Emma Carew, Jack Miller as Sir Danvers Carew, Jake Olsson 

as Gabriel John Utterson, and Sarah Mengel as Lucy Harris. 

If you’d like to attend, showings will be on Friday, March 2nd, Saturday, March 3rd, & Sunday, 

March 4th. Tickets will be ten dollars each and will be going on sale around mid-January.To purchase 

tickets, you can go to anyone in the cast to buy them, or, as the date of the shows gets closer, they will be 

sold during all lunches. 

Everyone in the cast and staff are working extremely hard to put on the best performances possi-

ble, so you won’t want to miss it! We hope to see you there! 

 

Drama Preview 

By: Emily Rustay 



There are three 

major holidays in De-

cember: Christmas, Ha-

nukkah, and Kwanzaa. 

What’s the big deal 

about these holidays? 

The first-ever 

recorded Christmas be-

ing celebrated was in 

336 A.D., during the 

time of the Roman Em-

peror Constantine, the 

first Christian Roman 

Emperor. A few years 

later, Pope Julius I de-

clared that the birth of 

Jesus would be cele-

brated on the 25th of De-

cember. The cuisine fea-

tures stuffed turkey, 

mashed potatoes, gravy, 

cranberry sauce, and va-

rieties of vegetables in-

cluding carrots, turnips, 

and parsnips. Other 

sources of meat, besides 

turkey, include poultry, 

roast beef, or ham. Des-

serts include pumpkin or 

apple pie, raisin or 

Christmas pudding, and 

fruitcake. 

Hanukkah, or the 

Jewish Festival of Lights, 

lasts for eight days 

straight. This holiday is 

celebrated because “The 

Maccabees successfully 

rebelled against Antio-

chus IV Epiphanes. Ac-

cording to the Tal-

mud,  the Temple was 

purified and the wicks of 

the menorah miracu-

lously burned for eight 

days, although there was 

enough sacred wax for 

one day’s lighting.” The 

cuisine, traditionally, fea-

tures potato latkes and 

doughnuts (sufganiyot). 

Kwanzaa is the 

African American holi-

day that starts after 

Christmas Day and ends 

on New Year’s Day. It 

all started in 1966 by 

Doctor Maulana 

Karenga, professor and 

chairman of Black Stud-

ies at California States 

University, Long Beach, 

after the Watts riots in 

Los Angeles. The cuisine 

includes African creole, 

Cajun catfish, jerk 

chicken, Groundnut 

stew, and many tradi-

tional Kwanzaa cuisines 

including Jollof rice, col-

lard greens, Kwanzaa 

slaw, grits, beans and 

rice, and okra. 

The only similar-

ity found is that each 

holiday mostly takes 

place in December. Re-

gardless, stay warm, la-

dies and gentlemen, and 

Merry Christmas, Happy 

Hanukkah, or Happy 

Kwanzaa! Happy Holi-

days, y’all! 
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